Sexuality and Gender Dictionary
There’s lots and lots of debate and contention about the definitions of words. The fol​lowing are, by no means, definitive meanings. You might not agree with them. We don’t necessarily agree with them. Think of this as a starting point to think about shiny words.
ALLY: A heterosexual person who confronts heterosexism in themselves and others out of self-interest, a concern for the well being of the queer community, and a belief that heterosexism is a social injustice.

AndrogynY: The state of being neither particularly masculine nor feminine, or of being ambiguous.

AROMANTIC: An aromantic person can be someone who doesn’t experience romantic attraction, and/or has little or no desire to form romantic relationships.

Asexual: (ace, ase, a, nonsexual) AVEN (asexuality.org) defines an asexual person as "someone who does not experience sexual attraction. Asexual people have the same emotional needs as anyone else, and like in the sexual community, we vary widely in how we fulfil those needs. Some asexual people are happier on their own, others are happiest with a group of close friends. Others will date and seek long-term partnerships." Asexuality can also include people who disidentify with standard sexual culture, as we don't feel like we fit in with the socially dominant framework of thinking about relationships, attraction, intimacy, desire, pleasure, attractiveness, etc., in terms of sex and sexuality. See also: AROMANTIC, DEMISEXUAL, GREY-A.

Barebacking/bareback sex: Unsafe, unprotected sex.

BDSM: Stands for, in turn, Bondage and Discipline, Domination and Submission, and Sadism and Masochism. BDSM is used to describe the activities of the leather community.

BIOLOGICAL SEX: Separate from gender, this term refers to the cluster of biological, chromosomal, and anatomical features which determine whether a person is male, female, or intersex.

Bi*: An orientation which refers to the romantic and/or sexual attraction of individuals to other individuals, both women and men. See also: PAN*.

Bottom: 1) A submissive person in BDSM activity; 2) A person who is penetrated during sex or is otherwise more submissive during sex.

CIS/CISGENDER/CISSEX: Terms to describe people who are not trans*, genderqueer, or sex and/or gender diverse. Cis people’s assigned gender, gender presentation, gen​der identity, and sex tend to align in ways that trans*, genderqueer, and intersex, sex and/or gender diverse people’s do not. These terms are designed to make cis people’s identities visible, in​stead of simply referring to them as ‘normal’ or ‘not trans’.
Closet: Where one hides with one’s clothes. Queers who are not public about their sexuality are said to be “in the closet”.

Coming out: To “come out of the closet” by becoming openly queer.

DEMISEXUAL: Refers to an orientation where a person only experiences sexual attraction to another based on a pre-existing emotional or romantic attraction or connection.

Dom/Domme/Dominatrix: Someone who enjoys dominating another person in a Domination and Submission scene. A Dom* may or may not be a Sadist. Dom is masculine, Domme and Dominatrix are feminine. Frequently used interchangeably with Top. See also: BDSM.

DRAG or IN DRAG: Wearing clothes considered appropriate for someone of another gender. Originally used in Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre to mean Dressed As Girl (or Dress Resembling A Girl) referring to men actors who played women’s roles.

FEMINISM: The movement, philosophy, or opinion that focuses on the advocacy of the equal status of women on political, employment, and social terms. There are many different types of feminism.
Gay: A man-identifying person with a sexual orientation exclusively towards other man-identifying persons. However, ‘gay’ has also been used as an umbrella term referring to a person identifying as a member of the same-sex-attracted community.
GENDER: In one sense, gender refers to the way in which society likes to pigeon-hole people into the labels of ‘man’ or ‘woman’, based on their biological sex and the way they interpret an individual’s presentation to be ‘masculine’ or ‘feminine’. A much cooler way of looking at gender is to conceive of it as something that you can express or perform through things like clothing, hairstyle, voice, etc.. Despite what some might say, gender is something you own, and something you can control. Your gender is the way you perceive your own self expression, how that interacts with masculinity and femininity (or doesn’t!), and how you wish to identify. This explains why there is an important distinction between gender and sex, where the latter refers to physical characteristics only. 

GENDER BINARY: This is the idea that there are only two genders – man and woman – and that these neatly correspond to two biological sexes – male and female. The gender binary represents a system under which individuals are divided up into these two categories, thereby prescribing gender roles that dictate a range of attributes and behaviours that are considered to be acceptable. The gender binary is a social construct lacking in any biological explanation. 

Genderfuck: Genderfuck refers to the self-conscious effort to "fuck with" or play with traditional notions of gender identity, gender roles, and gender presentation. Genderfuck uses parody and exaggeration to call attention to its transgression of gender roles, seeking to expose them as artificial, often by manipulating one's appearance to create gender dissonance or ambiguity in stark opposition of the gender binary. Examples of genderfuck in relation to physical performance or appearance include people prominently displaying secondary sex characteristics of different sexes together, such as breasts and a beard. Genderfuck implies not only the instigation of confusion for the sake of breaking down the binary, but also leaving more fluid room to be self-expressive and self-explorative with less expectations of a norm and more room to play via being radically honest.

GENDERQUEER: A genderqueer person is someone who doesn’t fit into the traditional gender binary system, and might not identify as being either a man or a woman, or may identify as both. Some genderqueer people may see themselves as possessing a little of both binary genders, while others may identify as having no gender, or perceive their gender as being something completely separate from the two binary genders.

Some genderqueer people view gender as a continuum, with the two traditional genders at the two poles, and see their gender as fitting somewhere within that spectrum, blending masculine and feminine characteristics. An element to the identity of genderqueer that is central to many people is the gender fluidity it entails. Many genderqueers would assert that their gender is never fixed, and find liberation in the fact that they can allow their gender to fluctuate freely, rather than be constrained by any static conception of their gender.

GREY-A: Refers to an identity that acknowledges the grey area between asexuality and sexuality. This can include people who only occasionally experience sexual attraction, or people who have a low sex drive, or people who experience both sexual attraction and sex drive, but don't want to act on them. People may identify as grey-a for any number of reasons.

Heterosexism: The name given to the system (sometimes also referred to as heteropatriarchy) by which heterosexuality is privileged and promoted, and non-heterosexual “life-styles” are dismissed and marginalised. Heterosexism is similar to heteronormativity, but where heteronormativity is those rules which construct heterosexuality as the dominant identity, heterosexism is the broader privileging of heterosexuality. Heterosexism also, by its nature, attaches a series of different meanings to those sexualities it draws itself in contrast to. Hence, us queers are, for example, represented as anything from sexually perverse, to the devil incarnate. Lock up your children!

Heteronormativity: Used to describe the manner in which many social institutions and social policies reinforce particular beliefs, including that human beings fall into two distinct gender categories (woman and man) and that sexual and marital relations are normal only between two people of differing gender. Heteronormativity teaches us that heterosexuality is the norm, and that other sexualities are peripheral.

INTERSEX: Intersex is physical difference in anatomical sex. That is, physical differences in reproductive parts like the vulva, clitoris, ovaries, testicles, penis, and so on. Intersex is also the physical differences in secondary sexual characteristics such as muscle mass, hair distribution, breast development, and stature.

ISGD: Stands for Intersex, Sex and/or Gender Di​verse. ISGD is a new term that functions as an umbrella term for a whole bunch of intersex and trans* identities, including, but in no way limited to: androgyne, bigender, crossdresser, genderqueer, intersex, non-gender, third gender, trans, transgender, transsex, and lots of others.
Lesbian: A woman-identifying person with a sexual orientation exclusively towards other woman-identifying persons.

Narnian: Someone who is deeply closeted.

Out: 1) Publicly known as queer; 2) Known as queer to close friends and/or family; 3) Acknowledge to oneself that one is queer.

PAN*: An orientation that refers to the romantic and/or sexual attraction of individuals to other individuals of a variety of genders.
Patriarchy: A system originating in the household wherein the father dominates, a structure that is then reproduced in gender relations in the wider society.

Pink dollar: The term used to describe the commodification of queer or LGBTI culture by making queer sexuality into another economic niche market.

Pink triangle: The symbol gay men were forced to wear in the Nazi concentration camps. It later became a symbol of gay pride.

PolyamorY: Loving more than one person. Used to refer to amorous relationships that deliberately and openly involve more than two people.

Queer: A term used in a number of different ways. 1) A sexual identity that acknowledges and embraces diversity of sex, gender, and sexuality, and rejects socially imposed categories. 2) An ‘umbrella’ term for lesbian, gay, bi, trans, intersex, sex and/or gender diverse, genderqueer, asexual, and other non-heterosexual identities. 3) It is also used as a way of reclaiming and co-opting a once-negative term; to remove queer as a term of abuse. Queer was first widely used after the Gay Liberation movement of the 1970s, in the radical politics of groups like Queer Action, ACT-UP, Queer Nation, and Outrage! These were most influential in the 1980s and practiced a kind of transgressive, ‘in your face’ political activism that sought to destabilise mainstream norms.

QUEERphobia: The irrational fear of queer people that manifests itself in overt discrimination and more subtle behaviours that you may not immediately recognise. Queerphobia is an extreme manifestation of heterosexism, and in many ways this is only the outward expression of a problem woven deeply into the fabric of many societies. Internalised queerphobia is a way of describing how queer peo​ple themselves act in queerphobic ways because of external queerphobic influences.
SEXISM: The socio-cultural, institutional, and individual beliefs and practices that privilege men and subordinate and denigrate women.

Stonewall (the event): Stonewall was a bar in New York City which was renowned as a queer hang out. In the Summer of 1969, New York police raided the bar in an attempt to arrest patrons engaging in then illegal ‘homosexual acts’. Patrons fought back and rioted, and the event is often attributed as having a critical importance in the beginning of a new radical and militant agenda for queer people in resisting oppression.

Top: 1) The dominant person in BDSM activity; 2) The one who penetrates during sex, or who is otherwise more dominant.
TRANS*: Trans* is an umbrella term that refers to individuals who do not identify with their biological sex either some or all of the time, and/or don’t conform to the gender binary. Many identities can be included under this umbrella, such as transgender, transsex, genderqueer, bigender, androgyne, third gender, crossdresser, non-gender people, and many, many more. The use of the asterisk is a way some people like to visually acknowledge the broad diversity of different identities that fit under the prefix or term ‘trans’. It is important to remember that there is no stereotypical ‘trans person’ – some trans people alter their bodies while others do not, some aim to be perceived as men or women, while others are comfortable presenting an ambiguous appearance. In addition, gender identity is a fluid thing for a lot of people, so what may be true for someone at one point in their life, or week, or day, will not necessarily be the way they identify or perceive themselves at other times.

TRANSPHOBIA: The irrational fear and hatred of all those individuals who transgress or blur the dominant gender categories in a given society. Transphobic attitudes lead to massive discrimination, violence, and oppression against the trans*, drag, and intersex communities.

Vanilla: Non-kinky, ‘traditional’ sex.

